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I have been associated with brother Pitt a good many years. He taught music in my family as early, I think, as
1842, and I have been very intimately associated with him in the public works, in the Legion, and in the band that
he has led, and I have never seen that man when he was not cheerful and full of life, indeed I have thought he had
more music in him than any man I have ever known. If there was a musical instrument he could not play, I do not
know what it is. He was al– ways faithful and cheerful under the most trying circumstances, and no matter what
blast blew of difficulty or persecution, brother Pitt was there on hand at a moment’s notice full of life and music,
ready to cheer the hearts of the people. He was a beautiful painter, and followed that trade for his subsistence. He
was always industrious, and ready to do a job of work whether he could get anything for it or not. It made no
difference, it was for the kingdom, and it was all right. He was one of the best of men in my opinion, and as has
been said, it is all well with him.

I suppose there are a great many here who would like to bear testimony and speak a good word for brother Pitt;
but, brethren, he does not need it—his whole life has spoken for itself, and will speak eternally. That mission that
brother  Woodruff  has  mentioned  was  just  as  remarkable  in  my  estimation,  if  not  more  so,  than  the  account
contained in the New Testament, of the way in which Cornelius received the Gospel. He was told where to go to
make inquiry about what he should do; and if the circumstance brother Woodruff mentioned had been put in the
same language and had the antiquity that the baptism of Cornelius has, we would consider it one of the most
remarkable manifestations of God’s power ever given to the children of men. In the Herefordshire mission there
was not only one man and his house ready to receive the Gospel, but six hundred received it and were baptized,
and it was by the same power and influence—the power of God and the Holy Ghost resting upon them, a revelation
being also given to the servant of God to carry the Gospel to them; and he was sent of God just as much as Peter
was ever authorized to go and tell Cornelius, just exactly. And this is only one instance of the kind among many
thousands that are occurring and have occurred almost daily ever since this work commenced in these last days;
and it is as remarkable as any we read of in the Bible; but because we live in them and they are common things
with us, we do not esteem them. The healing of sister Mary Pitt, after having been unable to walk for fourteen
years, was a remarkable manifestation of the power of God. And such things have been transpiring many years
right before the face and eyes of the children of men throughout the nations of the earth, but what heed do they
give to them? They read over in the Bible about the great blessings that were poured out on the people in the days
of the Apostles, and yet see things equally remarkable transpiring right under their eyes and in their midst
continually, and take no notice of it. The work of God is growing and increasing, and the God of heaven will not go
back upon it; his work will spread and increase until his purposes are all fulfilled.

It has been said of brother Pitt that he did not preach much, but his whole life has been a continual sermon to this
generation since he received the Gospel, and before for aught I know. I think that he has performed two or three
missions, and I do know that he bore a faithful testimony to the truth of this work, not only by his words but by his
acts. He was on a mission all the time. He did not hold himself to himself at any time, but he was continually on the
altar, ready to go and to come as he was directed by the servants of God. A man is as much on a mission at home,
building up Zion, as he is when abroad preaching the Gospel, and he should esteem his labors under the direction
and dictation of the servants of God just the same. Here is where a good many make mistakes. They think that
unless they are called to go on a mission to preach the Gospel they are not on a mission at all, but their only
business is to look after their own individual interests. Why, a Latter-day Saint has no individual interest separate
and apart from the kingdom of God, anywhere, at any time and in any place, and all he does should be with an eye
to advance the interests of that kingdom upon the earth.
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We have the blessed privilege of being co-workers with the Almighty in building up his kingdom, bringing to pass
his purposes and in sustaining and spreading abroad the institutions of high heaven and the principles of the
everlasting Gospel in the earth if we will only let him work with us. But in order to do so we must be submissive
and work in accordance with his plan. We have come here from the nations of the earth to be taught in his ways,
not that we may make a path for ourselves, and that we maybe instructed in the things of eternal life, and learn to
know God and Jesus Christ whom he has sent, for this is eternal life.

This is Scripture, and we have often heard it drop upon our ears with little effect, and it is unnoticed by the world.
But if to know the only true and wise God and Jesus Christ whom he has sent is eternal life, unless we have that
knowledge we have not eternal life. What do the world know of the relationship between God and his children here
on the earth. Nothing at all. The world is without the knowledge of God, hence they are without eternal life. He has
revealed himself in these last days, and is begging and beseeching his children here on the earth to turn from their
evil ways. He has said through his Prophets long ago, “Turn ye, turn ye, for why will ye die, O house of Israel? Take
upon you my yoke, for it is easy, and my burden, for it is light. Come and partake of the waters of life freely,
without money and without price.” This is the invitation from God to his children, but they are a good deal like the
inhabitants of Jerusalem when Jesus mourned over them and said, “Oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how often would I
have gathered you as a hen gathers her chickens under her wings, but ye would not. Now your house is left unto
you desolate.” Let this generation look to it, or their house will be left desolate, and they will be without hope of
reaching to that within the veil  unless they receive the invitation which has been renewed in our day and
generation to the children of men, to repent and be baptized, and to turn to God and live. It seems as if mankind
have ears and hear not, eyes and see not, hearts and do not comprehend the things of God. It is true, as was
observed by brother Taylor, the life of the Christian—the true Latter-day Saint, is hid in God, and the world cannot
see it. This work is transpiring and these remarkable events are taking place right before their eyes in the building
up of this kingdom, and nothing pertaining thereto is hidden, but it is like a city set on a hill for everybody to look
at, still it seems as though they cannot see it.

There are a great many Latter-day Saints who do not see more than half of it. They cannot see the kingdom of God
in this thing and in that thing and in the other thing that is presented before them. This is for the want of a little
faithfulness, a little more of the Spirit of the Lord. There is some obstacle in the way which prevents a free flow of
the Spirit to enlighten their minds and be to them as a well of water springing up to eternal life.

Meet brother  Pitt  when you might,  you would find that  feeling in  his  heart,  welling up continually  to eternal  life.
That was the kind of man he was. I know it, because I was well acquainted with him, and associated with him
frequently, and I never saw him without it. I saw him almost every day for years, and I hope it will be as well with
us as it is with him when we pass the ordeal of death. We all have to pass it. In and of itself it is nothing to him who
is prepared. Brother Pitt might have done a great many things perhaps that some people thought curious, for he
was a cheerful man, not one of those long-drawn-down, pious souls who never smiled. A person unacquainted with
him might have supposed that he never had a serious thought, still his heart was full of love to God. If a man goes
about with a handkerchief tied over his head, and his head bowed down with sorrow for the sins of the world, that
is no evidence to me of love to God shed abroad in his heart, not a particle. I would sooner risk a man like brother
Pitt, who was always cheerful and on hand, ready to go and come and to do his duty, whether in the paint shop, in
the dance hall  or anywhere else among the Saints of God. His delight was to be with them and cheer and
encourage them in the faith; and he never swerved to the right or to the left. He was full of integrity. Did he ever
have a doubt concerning the work? He never showed the least symptom of it to me, and I do not think it ever
occurred to him; I do not believe a shadow of a doubt concerning its truth ever crossed his mind. He was ready, on
hand, and full of fun, and that is the kind of a man I like to see. I should like for him to have lived a hundred years,
because good men are scarce, and they are needed to build up the kingdom. Not that it would have been any
better for him to live, he is all right, but for the sake of the kingdom, and for my sake and your sake, and for the
sake of his family, and for the sake of all with whom he was associated in this stake of Zion it is a loss to lose such
a man, but it is no loss to himself. He has laid a foun– dation that will eternally endure. No person can rob him of
his crown. He is safe, and can do nothing himself that will bar the same. It is not so with you and me. We may live
to do things that will clip our glory. It would be better that we should be taken away than to live and do anything of



that kind. Not that I think there would have been any danger of any such thing with him. But he has gone, and we
will soon follow. As it has been expressed today, death is passed upon all men, and we only wait our turn to pay
the debt of nature. Brother Pitt, has paid that debt, and that very selfsame body will come forth again, and when
we grasp his hand we shall know that it is brother Pitt, for he will maintain his identity in the eternal worlds. Do you
not think that is glorious? When the spirit and body are reunited in immortality they will never be separated again.
We need not fear death, that is if we are numbered among those who will have the privilege of coming forth in the
morning of the first resurrection, for upon all such the second death will have no power. It is the second death that
people may be afraid of. Fear him who has power to destroy both soul and body in hell. This is the second death,
but this will have no power upon those who have part in the first resurrection. All manner of sin will be forgiven to
men except the sin against the Holy Ghost; that will never be forgiven neither in this world nor the world to come.
If men will only be obedient to the Gospel, and avail themselves of the plan of salvation devised by our Father and
God in heaven before the world was, they may obtain forgiveness of their sins by being obedient to the Gospel.
The plan of salvation is ample to save to the uttermost. God, in his mercy, designed it to save his children, because
he delights to give good gifts to his children far more than an earthly parent does. The Almighty has sent forth his
servants to plead with the children of men, to declare the acceptable year of the Lord, and to call upon them to
repent lest the end come when no man can work. Some few will listen and be prepared, because some are honest
enough to receive the Gospel, others are not.

I pray God the Eternal Father to bless us all, that we may cleave to that which is good, reject evil, fill the measure
of our creation in our probation as our brother has done, that we way lay up a crown and an inheritance in
everlasting habitations, for Christ’s sake. Amen.


